Streptococcus parasanguis sp. nov., an atypical viridans Streptococcus from human clinical specimens.
Molecular taxonomic studies were performed on ten strains of an unusual 'viridans streptococcus' that were originally isolated from human throats, blood and urine. On the basis of DNA-DNA hybridization studies the strains formed a single homology group distinct from all recognized species of oral and viridans streptococci. 16S ribosomal RNA reverse transcriptase sequence studies confirmed the genealogical distinctiveness of the human strains. The results of the present study clearly demonstrate that the human strains represent a new species of the viridans group for which the name Streptococcus parasanguis sp. nov. is proposed. The type strain is ATCC 15912.